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Copyright gives the owner exclusive rights to:

• Make copies
• Prepare derivatives
• Distribute copies to the public
• Perform the work publicly
• Display the work publicly
• Transmit publicly



Copyright lasts a long time

• Life of the author, plus 70 years
OR
• 95 years from publication



What can be copyrighted?



Public Domain

• There are no exclusive rights
• The copyright-
• Has expired
• Never existed
• Has been waived

• You can do anything you like with the work – no permission needed!



What is in the public domain?



Creative Commons

• https://creativecommons.org
• Licenses that indicate what uses a copyright owner will allow
• Most open: CC-BY (Attribution)
• Most restrictive: CC-BY-NC-ND (Attribution, Non-commercial, No Derivatives)

• Creative Commons also has a CC0 and Public Domain Mark 
• More information: https://guides.lib.utexas.edu/cc/types

https://creativecommons.org/
https://creativecommons.org/share-your-work/public-domain/cc0/
https://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/mark/1.0/
https://guides.lib.utexas.edu/cc/types


Best choice for machine learning

• Public domain
• CC0
• Or equivalent license
• All other CC licenses require attribution, which could be difficult at 

scale



Unsplash

Photo by Stephen Andrews on Unsplash

Photo by Jairph on Unsplash

Photo by Sai De Silva on Unsplash

Photo by Bruna Branco on Unsplash

https://unsplash.com/@porkbellysteve?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/s/photos/golden-retriever?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/@jairph?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/s/photos/grand-teton?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/@scoutthecity?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/s/photos/people?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/@brunabranco?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/s/photos/food?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText


Unsplash Details

• Homepage: https://unsplash.com/
• License information: https://unsplash.com/license
• “All photos published on Unsplash can be used for free. You can use them for 

commercial and noncommercial purposes. You do not need to ask permission 
from or provide credit to the photographer or Unsplash, although it is 
appreciated when possible.”

• API: https://unsplash.com/developers
• 1.3 million free photos

https://unsplash.com/
https://unsplash.com/license
https://unsplash.com/developers






Pixabay

Image by csbonawitz from Pixabay

Image by Nino Care from Pixabay

Image by Andreas Breitling from Pixabay

https://pixabay.com/users/csbonawitz-10920947/?utm_source=link-attribution&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=image&utm_content=4018775
https://pixabay.com/?utm_source=link-attribution&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=image&utm_content=4018775
https://pixabay.com/users/ninocare-3266770/?utm_source=link-attribution&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=image&utm_content=1655783
http://pixabay.com/
https://pixabay.com/users/andibreit-2748383/?utm_source=link-attribution&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=image&utm_content=2535888
http://pixabay.com/


Pixabay details

• Homepage: https://pixabay.com/

• License: https://pixabay.com/service/terms/#license
• Under the Pixabay License you are granted an irrevocable, worldwide, non-

exclusive and royalty free right to use, download, copy, modify or adapt the 
Images and Videos for commercial or non-commercial purposes. Attribution 
of the photographer or Pixabay is not required but is always appreciated.

• Also includes some sponsored content (Shutterstock) that isn’t 
subject to Pixabay license

• API: https://pixabay.com/service/about/api/

• Over 1 million images

https://pixabay.com/
https://pixabay.com/service/terms/
https://pixabay.com/service/about/api/




Image by skeeze from Pixabay

https://pixabay.com/users/skeeze-272447/?utm_source=link-attribution&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=image&utm_content=1259681
https://pixabay.com/?utm_source=link-attribution&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=image&utm_content=1259681


Flickr



Flickr details

• Homepage: https://www.flickr.com/
• License: https://www.flickr.com/help/terms
• “SmugMug hereby grants you a limited, non-transferable, non-sublicensable, 

revocable license to access and use the Flickr Materials solely in accordance 
with these Terms of Use.” and “…(ii) no right or interest in the Flickr Materials 
is conveyed other than the limited licenses granted herein; (iii) the Flickr 
Materials are protected by copyright and other intellectual property laws;”
• Need to limit your search to appropriately licensed images

• API: https://www.flickr.com/services/api/
• Billions of photos

https://www.flickr.com/
https://www.flickr.com/help/terms
https://www.flickr.com/services/api/










Pexels

Photo by veeterzy from Pexels

Photo by Suket Dedhia from Pexels

Photo by Bin Ziegler from Pexels

Photo by Thomas Bird from Pexels

https://www.pexels.com/@veeterzy?utm_content=attributionCopyText&utm_medium=referral&utm_source=pexels
https://www.pexels.com/photo/nature-forest-trees-park-38136/?utm_content=attributionCopyText&utm_medium=referral&utm_source=pexels
https://www.pexels.com/@suketdedhia?utm_content=attributionCopyText&utm_medium=referral&utm_source=pexels
https://www.pexels.com/photo/alley-daylight-narrow-staircase-570025/?utm_content=attributionCopyText&utm_medium=referral&utm_source=pexels
https://www.pexels.com/@bin-ziegler-588438
https://www.pexels.com/@airborneartists?utm_content=attributionCopyText&utm_medium=referral&utm_source=pexels
https://www.pexels.com/photo/lighted-tunnel-2861136/?utm_content=attributionCopyText&utm_medium=referral&utm_source=pexels


Pexels details

• Homepage: https://www.pexels.com/
• License: https://www.pexels.com/photo-license/
• Very similar to Unsplash and Pixabay

• All photos on Pexels are free to use.
• Attribution is not required. Giving credit to the photographer or Pexels is not necessary 

but always appreciated.
• You can modify the photos. Be creative and edit the photos as you like.

• There are some sponsored photos that are not free to use
• API: https://www.pexels.com/api/
• Hundreds of thousands of images

https://www.pexels.com/
https://www.pexels.com/photo-license/
https://www.pexels.com/api/






Free-Images



Free-Images details

• Homepage: https://free-images.com/

• License/terms of use: https://free-images.com/terms.html
• “Users are free to download and use the Content marked as Public Domain hosted on our 

Website in any responsible and legal manner. We have used reasonable efforts to confirm the 
Public Domain status of all Content, but cannot and do not guarantee that the Content 
provided on our Website that may be labeled as “public domain” is free from copyright 
claims of other third parties. All Users access, download, obtain and use Content at their own 
risk. We provide no guarantees, promises, representations or warranties of the copyright 
status of any Content contained on our Website. All Users must conduct their own 
independent search or investigation before making any type of use (commercial or non-
commercial) of any Content on our Website and must obtain any proper licensing rights from 
any rights holder.”

• Does have some premium images that are NOT public domain

• There doesn’t appear to be an API

• Says there are millions of images – it aggregates content from other sources like 
Pixabay

https://free-images.com/
https://free-images.com/terms.html






Other potential image repositories

• Digital Public Library of America
• Includes non-image content

• Wikimedia Commons
• Includes different kinds of CC licenses

• Metropolitan Museum of Art
• Images of artwork
• Make sure to limit results to open access

• Flicker Commons
• No known copyright restrictions
• Primarily historic images

https://dp.la/
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Main_Page
https://www.metmuseum.org/art/collection/search
https://www.flickr.com/commons


Questions?

Copyright & Images by Colleen Lyon. 2019. Except for the photographs and screenshots, 
this presentation is licensed with a CC-BY 4.0 license

Image Credits:
Slide 1: https://unsplash.com/photos/217U8oxGoQ4
Slide 3: https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0083866/, https://nymag.com/news/9-11/10th-anniversary/one-world-trade-
center/, https://www.scribd.com/audiobook/237609832/The-Pillars-of-the-Earth, 
https://www.pinterest.com/pin/270990102562111779/?nic=1, https://publicdomainreview.org/collections/collection-of-
dances-in-choreography-notation-1700/, https://scratch.mit.edu/users/bredmond/, 
https://unsplash.com/photos/smlv7BObExE
Slide 4: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Last_Supper_(Leonardo_da_Vinci), 
https://www.fiscal.treasury.gov/fsreports/rpt/finrep/fr/14frusg/FR_02252015_Final.pdf, 
https://repositories.lib.utexas.edu/handle/2152/74959
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